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This  is  a  picture  of  the  old  homestead  of  John  E. 
Bontrager  as  it  now  is.  Since  the  death  of  John  a  new 
house  has  replaced  the  old  one  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 

in  1931. 
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The  school  house  where  John  E.  Bontrager’s  children 
went  to  school,  and  also  a  number  of  his  grandchildren. 
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Introduction 

Martin  Borntraeger,  who  was  a  great-great-grandfath¬ 
er  of  John  E.  Bontrager,  was  bom  in  Switzerland  and 
came  across  the  ocean  on  a  ship  named  “Sally,”  and  arrived 
at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  on  October  5,  1767.  This 
was  nine  years  before  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  on  July  4,  1776.  Also  with  him,  he  brought 
his  three  sons,  John,  Christian  and  Andrew.  It  is  evident 
that  his  wife  died  at  sea  on  their  way  to  America.  With 
his  three  sons,  who  were  probably  under  the  age  of  sixteen 
at  the  time  of  their  landing,  he  settled  down  in  Somerset 
county,  Pennsylvania,  near  Myersdale.  We  have  little 
record  of  Martin  after  this.  It  is  evident  that  he  and  his 
sons  started  the  first  flouring  mill  at  Myersdale.  We  know 
nothing  of  when  Martin  died  or  when  he  was  born.  Martin 
was  a  member  of  the  Amish  church. 

Martin’s  son  (John)  was  married  to  Mary  Falb.  He 
owned  approximate  y  700  acres  of  land  in  Somerset  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Later  on,  John  sold  this  land  and  moved  to 
Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio.  John  died  at  Shanesville,  Ohio. 
Nothing  is  said  of  when  he  was  bom  or  when  he  died. 
They  had  six  children:  John,  b.  October  3,  1781;  Barbara, 
b.  about  1783;  Elizabeth,  b.  about  1786;  Christian,  b.  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1788;  Margerat,  b.  November  6,  1790;  Frany, 
b.  April  17,  1796. 

John  (Jr.)  Borntrager  was  married  to  Barbara  Johns. 
She  was  born  November  22,  1782  and  was  the  oldest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  Johns,  who  founded  Johnstown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  They  owned  a  farm  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  southwest  of  Davidsville.  About  1848  they  moved 
to  LaGrange  county,  Indiana,  where  he  died  February  4, 
1856.  Barbara  died  May  4,  1870.  They  had  nine  children: 
Frany,  b.  September  22,  1804 ;  John,  b.  March  10,  1805 ; 
Margerat,  b.  January  23,  1807 ;  Maria,  b.  November  14, 
1808;  Joseph,  b.  August  4,  1811;  Gertrude,  b.  January  24, 
1814;  Christian,  b.  January  16,  1816;  Barbara,  b.  July  21, 
1819 ;  Amos,  b.  November  20,  1826. 

Joseph  Bontrager  was  then  married  to  Barbara  Yoder, 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Yoder.  She 
was  born  April  10,  1811.  They  too  lived  in  Somerset 
county,  Pennsylvania,  until  June  29,  1841,  when  they 
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moved  to  Elkhart  county,  Indiana.  They  were  among  the 
first  four  Amish  families  who  moved  to  Indiana.  He  was 
ordained  Deacon  in  the  Amish  church  in  1839.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were:  Elizabeth,  b.  May  8,  1833;  Christian,  b.  Aug¬ 
ust  28,  1834;  Barbara,  b.  February  21,  1836;  John,  b.  Octo¬ 
ber  9,  1837 ;  David,  b.  August  7,  1839 ;  Eli,  b.  February  2, 
1842;  Susan,  b.  April  1,  1844;  Joseph,  b.  April  23,  1846; 
Daniel,  b.  September  19,  1849;  Reuben,  b.  July  13,  1852; 
Mattie,  b.  September  29,  1854. 


John  E.  Bontrager 


John  E.  Bontrager  was  born  in  Somerset  county, 
Pennsylvania,  October  9,  1837,  son  of  Joseph  and  Barbara 
(Yoder)  Bontrager.  In  1841,  when  he  was  three  years  old, 
he,  with  his  parents,  two  brothers  and  two  sisters,  together 
with  three  other  families,  consisting  of  a  total  of  twenty- 
four  persons,  made  the  trip  overland  from  the  Keystone 
state  to  Indiana.  This  was  the  first  Amish  immigration  to 
the  state  of  Indiana,  and  John  was  the  last  surviving 
member  of  that  party. 

At  the  time  this  party  of  immigrants  came  west  the 
Black  Swamp  was  almost  impassable,  so  they  passed 
around  it  to  the  north,  crossing  into  Michigan,  and  came 
through  White  Pigeon  on  June  28,  1841.  They  camped 
at  the  state  line  that  night,  and  passed  through  Middlebury 
the  next  day  and  arrived  at  Goshen  on  June  29.  For 
several  months  they  lived  in  a  small  hut  three  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Goshen  on  Elkhart  Prairie.  After  buying  eighty 
acres  four  miles  east  of  Goshen  in  Clinton  township,  they 
moved  there.  Here  Mr.  Bontrager  lived  his  childhood  days 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  they  moved  to  a  farm  in 
Newbury  township  in  1852,  where  his  father  lived  the 
remaining  years  of  his  life,  and  his  brother  still  lives.  His 
father  died  April  5,  1908,  when  he  was  ninety-six  years, 
eight  months  and  one  day  of  age. 

On  February  21,  1864,  he  was  married  to  Barbara 
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Mishler,  and  moved  on  the  place  four  miles  east  of  Middle- 
bury,  which  he  bought  of  his  father  soon  after  his  mar¬ 
riage.  He  erected  his  farm  buildings  in  the  woods  and 
cleared  up  his  farm,  and  lived  here  the  rest  of  his  life — 
nearly  sixty-seven  years. 

His  first  wife  died  May  16,  1900,  and  on  June  27,  1907, 
he  was  married  the  second  time  to  Fanny  Miller,  who  died 
on  February  28,  1922.  When  a  young  man  he  taught  three 
terms  in  the  public  schools  and  later  three  terms  of  private 
school.  He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on  May  16  1871, 
in  which  calling  he  labored  faithfully  for  nearly  sixty 
years,  having  preached  his  last  sermon  on  June  8,  1930. 
He  attended  church  services  for  the  last  time  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  his  son  Menno,  on  October  12,  1930,  and  a  week 
later  had  a  sick  spell  after  which  he  was  confined  to  his 
bed  for  three  weeks  and  two  days,  gradually  growing 
weaker  until  the  end. 

He  always  had  the  good  will  of  a  large  circle  of  per¬ 
sonal  friends  by  whom  he  was  known  and  called  by  the 
familiar  name  of  “Honsi”  Bontrager,  and  by  many  of  the 
businessmen  of  nearby  towns  as  “Uncle  John.” 

He  died  November  11,  1930,  at  his  old  home  at  the 
age  of  ninety-three  years,  one  month  and  two  days.  The 
funeral  was  held  on  November  14  at  the  old  home  place. 
His  eight  children,  two  brothers,  and  his  sister  accompa¬ 
nied  him  to  his  last  resting  place  in  the  cemetery  on  the 
home  farm.  More  than  six  hundred  persons  attended  the 
funeral.  The  services  were  conducted  by  Moses  M.  Miller, 
assisted  by  N.  P.  Miller  and  E.  D.  Weirich. 
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IN  LOVING  REMEMBRANCE  OF  OUR 
FATHER  AND  MOTHER 


Dear  Father  thou  hast  been  our  guide 
And  cared  for  us  with  love, 

Our  needs  thou  ever  well  supplied, 

Led  us  to  Him  —  above. 

Thou  prayed  and  taught  and  did  explain 
Though  oft,  we  did  not  heed, 

Your  teaching  was  not  all  in  vain, 

Your  Bible  filled  our  need. 

Since  thou  has  left  us  in  this  land 
And  entered  Canaan’s  shore, 

May  we  all  follow  hand  in  hand 
And  meet  thee  at  the  door. 

And  Mother,  dear,  what  shall  we  say. 
Your  love  and  service  given, 

Directed  us,  both  night  and  day, 
Towards  your  goal  in  heaven. 

Thou  toiled  with  love  at  Father’s  side 
When  we  were  small  and  weak; 

Your  labors  kept  us  well  supplied, 

Was’t  gentle,  true  and  meek. 

But  God  saw  fit  to  take  thee  home; 

We  could  not  comprehend 

That  without  Mother  we  must  roam. 
But  hope  to  meet  thy  hand. 
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January  19, 1953 


Eighty-five  years  ago  tonight, 

Just  as  the  sun  passed  out  of 
sight, 

To  my  dear  parents  was  born  a 
son. 

My  troubled  life  had  then  begun. 

My  parents  raised  me  with  much 
care, 

Their  efforts  strengthened  with 
much  prayer. 

There  hardly  ever  was  a  day 
When  they  forgot  for  me  to  pray. 

They  often  had  to  discipline 
To  break  that  stubborn  will  of 
mine. 

The  will  of  God  they  daily  taught 
And  for  my  welfare  only  sought. 

To  manhood  I  thus  quickly  grew, 
Was  taught  just  what  I  had  to  do 
To  gain  respect  of  God  and  man, 
My  early  training  thus  began. 

My  youthful  years  thus  passed 
away, 

Enjoyed  my  life  both  night  and 
day. 

Thus  quickly  I  to  manhood  grown 
Found  ’twas  not  good  to  be  alone. 

My  thoughts  now  turned  to  seek 
a  wife 

To  go  with  me  throughout  my  life. 
The  Lord  was  good  and  led  me  on 
And  soon  a  jewel  I  had  won. 

A  gem  indeed  she  proved  to  be — 
The  better  half  of  us  was  she. 

She  never  said  an  unkind  word, 
Rebuking  words  I  never  heard. 

With  respectful  children  we  were 
blest — 

Their  mother  always  did  her  best 
To  teach  them  truth  and  right¬ 
eousness, 

The  source  of  all  true  happiness. 


At  twenty-six  the  Lord  did  choose 
This  humble  servant  for  His  use, 
That  I  His  gospel  should  proclaim 
And  preach  salvation  in  His  name. 

A  bishop’s  cares  were  placed  on 
me 

Just  at  the  age  of  thirty-three. 
My  jewel  mate — my  helpful  wife 
Stood  by  me  well  through  toils  of 
life. 

But  then  there  came  a  fateful  day 
God  took  my  faithful  wife  away. 

I  never  thought  that  I  could  live 
If  I  my  wife  would  have  to  give. 

I  never  thought  that  I  could  bear, 
Thought  I  would  sink  in  sad  de¬ 
spair 

If  God  should  choose  to  take  my 
wife 

\nd  leave  me  alone  to  live  my 
life. 

But  then  the  Lord  was  good  to  me 
And  finally  I  could  plainly  see 
That  she  was  in  a  blessed  state 
While  I  was  struggling  in  my 
fate. 

He  gave  to  me  another  wife 
To  brighten  my  thus  darkened 
life. 

Another  jewel  He  has  given 
To  brighten  up  my  way  to  Heav- 
ven. 

Stepmother  true  she  proves  to  be, 
Respected  and  respectful  she 
Is  to  my  children  every  one, 

As  she  is  to  her  only  son. 

And  thus  we  two  now  journey  on, 
The  children  married,  all  are  gone. 
We  two  in  peace  live  day  by  day 
Till  God  through  death  takes  us 
away. 

— Eli  J.  Bontreger. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THIS  BOOK 


There  are  127  families  and  676  persons  including  all 
those  married  into  the  family.  Fifty-nine  of  these  have 
gone  on  before  us,  leaving  617  living,  waiting  for  our,  last 
journey  when  we  shall  meet  them  and  see  not  only  them 
but  our  Saviour  face  to  face.  “May  the  circle  be  unbroken.” 

Mrs.  David  J.  L.  Miller  (Aunt  Katie)  is  the  oldest, 
being  88  years  old,  and  Eldon  Ray  and  Edna  Mae,  twins  of 
Elmer  and  Edna  Ellen  Bontreger,  are  the  youngest,  being 
5  days  old. 

We  are  scattered  in  16  states.  There  are  16  ordained 
brethren:  Eli  J.  Bontreger,  the  oldest,  is  85,  and  his  grand¬ 
son,  Vernon  Bontreger,  the  youngest,  is  28  years  old. 

There  are  26  family  names. 

There  are  112  different  boys’  names  and  138  different 
girls’  names.  The  following  names  were  used  12  times  or 
more:  David  26,  John  21,  Eli  18,  Joseph  15,  Levi  14, 
Amos  12,  Mary  31,  Anna  30,  Esther  21,  Mae  19,  Ann  18, 
Barbara  16,  Ellen  15,  Fannie  14,  Edna  14,  Katie  13, 
Lydia  12. 

There  would  be  still  more  that  could  be  added,  but  we 
have  tried  to  give  some  of  the  more  interesting  statistics 
here. 

We  have  tried  to  make  this  record  as  complete  as  pos¬ 
sible  with  the  information  we  could  get.  Mistakes  are 
easily  made,  and  we  beg  your  forbearance  where  such  may 
occur,  or  if  we  have  failed  to  put  facts  down  as  would  have 
been  best.  After  this  record  was  written  and  re-typed 
three  or  four  times,  corrections  were  made  and  still  had  to 
be  added,  and  all  was  done  in  spare  time.  After  some  had 
expressed  their  desire  for  such  a  book,  Leon  was  inter¬ 
ested  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  getting  the  needed 
information.  By  the  help  of  all  of  you  we  have  come  thus 
far  and  hope  this  may  unite  us  still  closer  in  our  thoughts 
and  prayers  for  one  another.  We  thank  you  all  for  your 
kind  cooperation. 

We  dedicate  this  to  you,  Uncles,  Aunts,  Cousins,  the 
generations  to  follow  and  our  loved  ones  gone  on  before. 

— K.  S. 
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Father  and  Mother 

John  E.  Bontrager,  born  October  9,  1837 ;  died  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1930;  age,  93  years,  1  month,  2  days. 

Barbara  Mishler,  born  April  30,  1846;  died  May  16, 
1900;  age,  54  years,  16  days. 

Married  February  21,  1864.  The  children: 

Katie,  b.  February  1,  1865;  d. - . 

Samuel,  b.  December  30,  1866;.  d.  February  5,  1867. 
Eli,  b.  January  19,  1868. 

Polly,  b.  August  6,  1870;  d.  June  10,  1950. 

Joseph,  b.  June  9,  1873. 

Lydia,  b.  October  22,  1875;  d.  August  3,  1879. 

Anna,  b.  July  13,  1878;  d.  December  15,  1929. 

Menno,  b.  March  8,  1881. 

John,  b.  January  9,  1884. 

Barbara,  b.  May  30,  1886;  d.  April  26,  1888. 

Levi,  b.  April  18,  1889. 

David,  b.  March  17,  1892. 

Part  One 

KATIE’S  DESCENDANTS 

Katie  Bontrager  was  born  February  1,  1865,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana ;  was  married  February  10,  1887,  to 
David  J.  L.  Miller,  son  of  John  L.  and  Anna  (Hostetler) 
Miller.  He  was  born  August  10,  1864,  in  Elkhart  county, 
Indiana.  He  died  January  4,  1943.  Amish  church.  Millers- 
burg,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Anna,  b.  November  2,  1887. 

Barbara,  b.  February  14,  1890. 

John,  b.  September  26,  1892. 

Levi,  b.  March  26,  1895. 

Menno,  b.  August  19,  1897. 

Susan,  b.  December  18,  1900. 

Edward,  b.  March  7,  1906. 

Eli,  b.  May  27,  1909. 


Anna  D.  Miller  was  born  November  2,  1887,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  30,  1905,  to  An¬ 
drew  S.  Bontrager,  son  of  Joseph  E.  and  Anna  (Miller) 
Bontrager.  He  was  born  January  15,  1882,  in  Elkhart 
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county,  Indiana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana. 
Their  children: 

Katie,  b.  October  24,  1907. 

Amos,  b.  February  10,  1909;  d.  March  17,  1909. 

Polly,  b.  December  24,  1909. 

William,  b.  December  27,  1911 ;  d.  June  20,  1912. 
Barbara,  d.  June  17,  1913 ;  d.  September  12,  1926. 
David,  b.  October  26,  1915. 

Joseph,  b.  January  19,  1918. 

Susan,  b.  April  15,  1920;  d.  October  19,  1939. 

Anna,  b.  January  23,  1923. 

Eli,  b.  December  18,  1924. 

Sarah,  b.  January  1,  1927. 

Edna,  b.  March  15,  1929. 


Katie  Bontrager  was  born  October  24,  1907,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  April  7,  1932,  to  Levi  J.  M. 
Miller,  son  of  Jacob  R.  and  Katie  (Miller)  Miller.  He  was 
born  April  6,  1909,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana.  Amish 
church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Anna,  b.  October  19,  1935. 

Edna,  b.  July  19,  1938. 

Lloyd,  b.  January  29,  1933. 


Polly  Bontrager  was  born  December  24,  1909,  in  Elk¬ 
hart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  26,  1940,  to 
Samuel  S.  Lehman,  son  of  Sam  Y.  and  Annie  Lehman. 
He  was  born  November  22,  1911,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indi¬ 
ana.  Amish  church,  Medford,  Wis.  Their  children: 
Joseph,  b.  October  14,  1941. 

Harvey,  b.  January  6,  1944. 

Anna,  b.  April  24,  1947. 

Katie,  b.  May  18,  1949. 

Eli,  b.  January  18,  1951. 


David  A.  Bontrager  was  born  October  26,  1915,  in 
Elkhart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  24,  1938, 
to  Amy  Mae  Troyer,  daughter  of  Christian  M.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Miller)  Troyer.  She  was  born  July  1,  1918,  in  Lincoln 
county,  Colorado.  Burkholder  church.  Middlebury,  Indi¬ 
ana.  Their  children : 

Daniel,  b.  May  14,  1940. 
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Katie,  b.  March  21,  1943. 

Herman,  b.  January  10,  1946. 

David,  November  3,  1947. 

Amy,  b.  January  6,  1950. 

David  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on  October  5,  1947 
and  as  Bishop  on  September  28,  1948. 


Joseph  A.  Bontrager  was  born  January  19,  1918,  in 
Elkhart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  12,  1939, 
to  Ida  Miller,  daughter  of  Jacob  R.  and  Katie  (Miller) 
Miller.  She  was  born  September  8,  1920,  in  Elkhart  county, 
Indiana.  Amish  church.  Goshen,  Ind.  Their  children: 
Vernon  Lloyd,  b.  September  16,  1940 
David  LeRoy,  b.  August  26,  1942. 

Anna  Mae,  b.  November  29,  1943. 

Daniel  Jay,  b.  August  20,  1945. 

Sarah  Ellen,  b.  February  23,  1947. 

Katie  Irene,  b.  January  2,  1949. 

Mary  Etta,  b.  September  23,  1950. 

Velda  Fern,  b.  May  20,  1952. 


Anna  Bontrager  was  born  January  23,  1923,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  27,  1947, 
to  John  Edward  Kauffman,  son  of  Mose  M.  and  Mary 
(Farmwald)  Kauffman.  He  was  born  July  4,  1918,  in 
Madison  county,  Ohio.  Amish  church.  Ohio.  Their  children: 
Esther,  b.  July  13,  1948. 

Edna,  b.  July  13,  1948;  d.  July  14,  1948. 

Vernon  Jay,  b.  December  25,  1949. 

Harley,  b.  January  17,  1951. 

Vera  Mae,  b.  February  21,  1952. 


Eli  A.  Bontrager  was  born  December  18,  1924,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  September  8,  1949, 
to  Dorothy  Ann  Schmucker,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Jemi¬ 
ma  Schmucker.  She  was  born  June  11,  1931,  in  Kosciusko 
county,  Indiana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Norman  E.,  b.  November  10,  1951. 

Sarah  Bontrager  was  born  January  1,  1927,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  12,  1946, 
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to  Ervin  C.  Miller,  son  of  Clemence  J,  and  Anna  (Miller) 
Miller.  He  was  born  April  29,  1922,  in  St.  Joseph  county, 
Michigan.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  child¬ 
ren: 

Rosanna,  b.  September  19,  1947. 

Edna,  b.  June  19,  1950. 

Freeman,  b.  June  28,  1951. 

Joseph,  b.  January  17,  1953. 


Barbara  Miller  was  born  February  14,  1890,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  19,  1907, 
to  John  I.  Bontrager,  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Hattery) 
Bontrager.  He  was  born  February  8,  1883,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Perry,  b.  September  20,  1908. 

Katie  Ann,  b.  April  25,  1910 ;  d.  May  18,  1935. 

Laura,  b.  October  14,  1911. 

Anna,  b.  April  29,  1913. 

Edna,  b.  February  28,  1915. 

Rosa,  b.  October  14,  1916. 

Ida,  b.  October  28,  1919. 

Harley,  b.  July  21,  1921 ;  d.  February  27,  1923. 

Levi,  b.  July  15,  1923. 

Harry,  b.  June  8,  1925. 

Melvin,  b.  June  7,  1927. 

Mahlon,  b.  June  29,  1930. 

Lydia  Mae,  b.  January  25,  1932. 


Perry  J.  Bontrager  was  born  September  20,  1908,  in 
LaGrange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  22, 
1947,  to  Mabel  Frey,  daughter  of  Alvin  L.  and  Fannie 
Frey.  She  was  born  March  19,  1917,  in  LaGrange  county, 
Indiana.  Mennonite  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Mary  Lois,  b.  April  22,  1949. 

Ruth  Ann,  b.  August  5,  1950. 


Katie  Ann  Bontrager  was  born  April  25,  1910,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana.  She  died  May  18,  1935 ;  was  mar¬ 
ried  November  16,  1933,  to  Levi  A.  Chupp,  son  of  Andrew 
I.  and  Susan  (Bontrager)  Chupp.  He  was  born  March  1, 

10 


1911,  in  Reno  county,  Kansas.  Amish  church.  Their  child: 
Infant,  b.  and  d.  May  18,  1935. 


Laura  Bontrager  was  born  October  14,  1911,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  October  15,  1938,  to 
Eli  J.  Slabaugh,  son  of  John  J.  and  Rhoda  (Yoder)  Sla- 
baugh.  He  was  born  April  4,  1903,  in  Rolette  county, 
North  Dakota.  Burkholder  church.  Milford,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Barbara  Mae,  b.  March  13,  1936. 

Rose  Mary,  b.  July  21,  1950. 


Anna  Bontrager  was  born  April  29,  1913,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  13,  1934,  to  Daniel 
J.  Miller,  son  of  Jacob  R.  and  Katie  (Miller)  Miller.  He  was 
born  October  6,  1910,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana.  Amish 
church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Melvin  LeRoy,  b.  November  9,  1936. 

Mary  Ellen,  b.  April  15,  1940. 

Verlin,  b.  March  1,  1946. 

Loretta,  b.  January  18,  1935. 


Edna  Bontrager  was  born  February  28,  1915,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  7,  1937,  to 
Monroe  J.  Detweiler,  son  of  John  B.  and  Fannie  (Miller) 
Detweiler.  He  was  born  September  21,  1911,  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio.  Amish  church.  Uniontown,  Ohio.  Their 
children : 

LaVerne,  b.  December  17,  1939. 

Wilbur,  b.  October  21,  1941. 

Raymond,  b.  June  9,  1945. 

Elsie,  b.  November  22,  1946. 

Harold,  b.  May  9,  1948. 

Lester,  b.  August  28,  1950. 

Laura,  b.  July  8,  1952. 


Rosa  Bontrager  was  born  October  14,  1916,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  March  20,  1943,  to 
Manases  C.  Miller,  son  of  Christ  M.  and  Lydia  Ann 
(Miller)  Miller.  He  was  born  June  7,  1904,  in  Reno  county, 
Kansas.  Mennonite  church.  White  Pigeon,  Michigan. 
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Their  children: 

Vickie  Lynn,  b.  July  13,  1952. 


Ida  Bontrager  was  born  October  28,  1919,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  October  1,  1940,  to  Jonas  A. 
Hershberger,  son  of  Abe  E.  and  Polly  Hershberger.  He 
was  born  November  6,  1915,  in  Douglas  county,  Illinois. 
Mennonite  church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana.  Their  children: 
Omar  Ray,  b.  March  15,  1941;  d.  March  15,  1941. 
Ervin  Lee,  b.  September  25,  1942. 

Glenn  Jay,  b.  October  11,  1944. 

Joyce  Ann,  b.  March  20,  1951. 


Levi  J.  Bontrager  was  born  July  15,  1923,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  September  4,  1948,  to  Anna 
Mae  Yoder,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lydia  (Bontrager)  Yo¬ 
der.  She  was  born  December  17,  1926,  in  LaGrange  coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana.  Mennonite  church.  Goshen,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Gerald  Lee,  b.  January  14,  1950. 


Melvin  J.  Bontrager  was  born  June  7,  1927,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  April  9,  1950,  to 
Mary  Ann  Stump,  daughter  of  Noble  B.  and  Agnes  (El¬ 
liott)  Stump.  She  was  born  July  11,  1932,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana.  Goshen,  Indiana. 


Harry  J.  Bontrager  was  born  June  8,  1925,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  January  31,  1953,  to 
Fannie  Troyer,  daughter  of  Tobe  and  Lizzie  (Miller)  Troy- 
er.  She  was  born  January  2,  1932,  in  LaGrange  county, 
Indiana*  Mennonite  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana. 


John  D.  Miller  was  born  September  26,  1892,  in  Elk¬ 
hart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  January  27,  1916,  to 
Rosa  Zehr,  daughter  of  Mike  and  Anna  (Lengacher)  Zehr. 
She  was  born  April  28,  1898,  in  Allen  county,  Indiana.  Am¬ 
ish  church.  Goshen,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Katie  Ann,  b.  May  3,  1917 ;  d.  January  11,  1947. 
David,  b.  February  26,  1920. 

Lydia,  b.  August  27,  1921. 

Mattie,  b.  May  22,  1924. 
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Levi,  b.  September  28,  1925. 

Mary,  b.  August  12,  1927. 

Menno,  b.  September  29,  1930 ;  d.  December  13,  1930. 
Joseph,  b.  September  1,  1932. 

Amos,  d.  October  13,  1933. 

Elmer,  b.  March  5,  1935. 

Esther,  b.  August  7,  1938. 


David  J.  Miller  was  born  February  26,  1920,  in  Allen 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  February  7,  1946,  to  Treva 
LaVerne  Lantz,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Lizzie  Ann  Lantz. 
She  was  born  July  15,  1922,  in  LaGrange  county,  Indiana. 
Amish  church.  Goshen,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Barbara  Eileen,  b.  December  10,  1947. 

Lorris  David,  b.  January  30,  1951. 


Lydia  Miller  was  born  August  27,  1921,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  June  29,  1941,  to  William 
Chupp,  son  of  Moses  and  Susanna  (Hostetler)  Chupp.  He 
was  born  December  1,  1919,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana. 
Amish  church.  Goshen,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Vernon,  b.  April  8,  1942;  d.  April  8,  1942. 

Verna,  b.  April  8,  1942 ;  d.  April  8,  1942. 

Melvin,  b.  April  15,  1943. 

Delbert,  b.  July  12,  1944. 

Mary  Etta,  b.  August  8,  1946. 

Glen,  b.  January  30,  1949. 

Lora  Mae,  b.  January  1,  1951. 

Floyd,  b.  September  4,  1952. 


Mattie  Miller  was  born  May  22,  1924,  in  Allen  county, 
Indiana;  was  married  November  26,  1946,  to  John  M.  Bon- 
trager,  son  of  Mose  D.  and  Lucy  (Graber)  Bontrager.  He 
was  born  September  1,  1924,  in  Rolette  county,  North  Da¬ 
kota.  Amish  church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  : 

Esther,  b.  October  9,  1948. 

Laura,  b.  August  13,  1950. 

Melvin,  b.  July  16,  1951. 

Miriam,  b.  January  13,  1953. 


Mary  Miller  was  born  August  12,  1927,  in  Allen  coun- 
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ty,  Indiana;  was  married  March  15,  1951,  to  Ben  E.  Miller, 
son  of  Eli  and  Anna  (Troyer)  Miller.  He  was  born  August 
14,  1826,  in  Sumner  county,  Kansas.  Amish  church.  To¬ 
peka,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Gerald  Ray,  b.  July  23,  1952. 

Levi  D.  Miller  was  born  March  26,  1895,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  September  26,  1937,  to  Mar¬ 
cella  Bilger,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anna  Bilger.  She 
was  born  April  3,  1905.  Mennonite  church.  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  Their  children : 

Frances  Kay,  b.  July  22,  1944  (adopted). 


Menno  D.  Miller  was  born  August  19,  1897,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  March  12,  1925,  to  Barbara 
Mast,  daughter  of  Abraham  J.  and  Anna  (Bontrager) 
Mast.  She  was  born  November  19,  1904,  in  Elkhart  coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Perry,  b.  March  29,  1926. 

Amos,  b.  August  9,  1927. 


Susan  D.  Miller  was  born  December  18,  1900,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  March  13,  1919,  to 
Daniel  C.  Beachy,  son  of  Cornelius  S.  and  Magdalena 
(Swartzentruber)  Beachy.  He  was  born  December  20, 
1895,  at  Midland,  Virginia.  Amish  church.  Millersburg, 
Indiana.  Their  children: 

Katie  Ann,  b.  April  7,  1920. 

Ida,  b.  May  4,  1922. 

Alvin,  b.  June  28,  1923. 

Eli,  b.  January  31,  1925. 

Harvey,  b.  March  2,  1927. 

Cornelius,  b.  August  21,  1929. 

Anna,  b.  February  5,  1931. 

Infant  son,  b.  July  29,  1932  (stillborn). 

Daniel,  b.  September  1,  1933. 

David,  b.  October  9,  1935. 

Esther,  b.  December  16,  1936. 

Susan,  b.  June  25,  1938. 

Sarah,  b.  November  13,  1939. 

Barbara,  b.  September  15,  1942. 
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Katie  Ann  Beachy  was  born  April  7,  1920,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  October  22,  1942,  to  Manass 
S.  Jones,  son  of  David  E.  and  Mary  (Miller)  Jones.  He 
was  born  September  8,  1919,  in  LaGrange  county,  Indiana. 
Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 
David,  b.  July  19,  1943. 

Esther,  b.  January  18,  1945. 

Susan,  b.  April  5,  1948. 

Mervin,  b.  July  19,  1949. 


Ida  Beachy  was  born  May  4,  1922,  in  LaGrange  coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana;  was  married  December  5,  1946,  to  Henry  A. 
Yoder,  son  of  A1  B.  and  Mary  Ann  (Miller)  Yoder.  He  was 
born  June  2,  1917,  in  Howard  county,  Indiana.  Amish 
church.  Millersburg,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

David,  b.  December  13,  1947. 

Ivan,  b.  August  1,  1949. 


Alvin  D.  Beachy  was  born  June  28,  1923,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  30,  1943,  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Hochstetler,  daughter  of  Albert  M.  and  Annie  (Mill¬ 
er)  Hochstetler.  She  was  born  June  13,  1922,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana.  Amish  church.  Topeka,  Indiana.  Their 
children:  Mary  Alice,  b.  February  24,  1950. 


Eli  D.  Beachy  was  born  January  31,  1925,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  February  11,  1947,  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Stauffer,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Anna  (Zehr)  Stauf¬ 
fer.  She  was  born  March  13,  1928,  in  Allen  county,  Indi¬ 
ana.  Mennonite  church.  Woodburn,  Indiana.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  : 

Dennis  Lee,  b.  March  11,  1948. 

David  Lynn,  b.  March  21,  1949. 

Ava  June,  b.  February  28,  1953. 


Harvey  D.  Beachy  was  born  March  2,  1927,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  April  10,  1947,  to  Marie 
Miller,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Miller)  Miller.  She 
was  born  September  13,  1926,  in  Midland  county,  Michigan. 
Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 
Vernon  James,  b.  September  20,  1948. 

Sarah  Sue,  b.  October  19,  1950. 
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Cornelius  D.  Beachy  was  born  August  21,  1929,  in  Elk¬ 
hart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  October  6,  1949,  to 
Alma  Bontrager,  daughter  of  Manas  and  Anna  (Schrock) 
Bontrager.  She  was  born  October  11,  1928,  in  Scott  coun¬ 
ty,  Missouri.  Amish  church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Marvin,  b.  January  20,  1951. 

Sue  Ann,  b.  December  27,  1951. 


Edward  D.  Miller  was  born  March  7,  1906,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  May  1,  1937,  to  Mary 
Fisher,  daughter  of  Daniel  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Summers) 
Fisher.  She  was  born  August  15,  1907,  at  Limeville  Gap, 
Pennsylvania.  Mennonite  church.  Gap,  Pennsylvania. 
Their  children: 

Thomas  Edward,  b.  November  23,  1937. 

Barbara  Ann,  b.  October  28,  1944. 


Eli  D.  Miller  was  born  May  27,  1909,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  15,  1940,  to  Elsie 
Lambright,  daughter  of  Jacob  J.  and  Fannie  (Yoder) 
Lambright.  She  was  born  November  19,  1915,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana.  Conservative  church.  Middle- 
bury,  Indiana.  Eli  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  December 
19,  1948.  Their  children: 

David  Lee,  b.  May  20,  1942. 

Ruth  Arlene,  b.  June  24,  1945. 

Verna  Ellen,  b.  July  22,  1948. 

Miriam  Alda,  b.  October  6,  1952. 


Part  Two 

ELI’S  DESCENDANTS 

Eli  J.  Bontrager  was  born  January  19,  1868,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  18,  1890, 
to  Mattie  Miller,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Hochstet- 
ler)  Miller.  She  was  born  September  7,  1870,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana.  She  died  September  24,  1918.  Eli  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  on  May  13,  1894,  and  as  Bishop  on 
June  18,  1901.  Amish  church.  Their  children: 
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John,  b.  November  6,  1891. 

Mary,  b.  July  26,  1893;  d.  June  11,  1899. 

Joseph,  b.  February  2,  1895 ;  d.  March  4,  1896. 

David,  b.  March  17,  1897 ;  d.  June  15,  1899. 

Manasseh,  b.  April  15,  1899. 

Levi,  b.  December  21,  1902. 

Lydia,  b.  October  29,  1906. 

Katie,  b.  January  31,  1910. 

On  December  5,  1920,  Eli  was  married  the  second 
time  to  Amanda  Miller,  daughter  of  Jacob  C.  and  Elizabeth 
(Bontrager)  Miller.  She  was  born  August  19,  1882,  in 
La  Grange  county,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Edwin,  b.  February  5,  1923. 


John  E.  Bontrager  was  born  November  6,  1891,  in 
Elkhart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  September  23,  1919, 
to  Emma  Hostetler,  daughter  of  David  and  Sally  (Yoder) 
Hostetler.  She  was  born  August  26,  1892,  in  Mifflin  coun¬ 
ty,  Pennsylvania.  Mennonite  church.  Belleville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Their  children : 

Margaret  Elizabeth,  b.  August  2,  1920. 

Glen  David,  b.  August  5,  1925. 

Dorothy  Ann,  b.  November  13,  1929. 


Margaret  Bontrager  was  born  August  2,  1920,  in 
Pierce  county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  July  18,  1943, 
to  Bruce  S.  Raw's,  son  of  Turnley  and  Eva  Rawls.  He 
was  born  August  22,  1917,  in  Nansemond  county,  Virginia. 
Fort  Knox,  Kentucky.  Their  children: 

Sandra  Lee,  b.  August  16,  1944. 

Sally  Ann,  b.  September  17,  1947. 

Michael  Bruce,  b.  June  9,  1949. 


Manasseh  E.  Bontrager  was  born  April  5,  1899,  in 
Rolette  county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  April  11,  1920, 
to  Mary  Marie  HochsteDer,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mattie 
(Troyer)  Hochstetler.  She  was  born  September  29,  1898, 
in  Brown  county,  Indiana.  Manasseh  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  February,  1949.  Mennonite  church.  Calico 
Rock,  Arkansas.  Their  children  (adopted) : 

Vernon  E.,  b.  February  15,  1925. 

Esther  Matilda,  b.  March  8,  1928. 
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Vernon  E.  Bontrager  was  born  February  15,  1925,  in 
Elkhart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  June  1,  1945,  to 
Miriam  Louise  Hoover,  daughter  of  Maynard  and  Mandella 
(Bachtel)  Hoover/  She  was  born  February  14,  1927,  in 
Elkhart  county,  Indiana.  Vernon  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  on  January  23,  1949.  Mennonite  church.  Goshen, 
Indiana.  Their  children : 

Cecil  James,  b.  August  1,  1946. 

John  David,  b.  January  12,  1949. 

Charles  Elwood,  b.  May  24,  1950. 

Jason  Paul,  b.  September  18,  1952. 


Esther  Bontrager  was  born  March  8,  1928,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  22,  1951, 
to  Lester  Paul  Horst,  son  of  Rufus  and  Susie  Horst.  He 
was  born  October  29,  1928,  in  Leavenworth  county,  Kan¬ 
sas.  Mennonite  church.  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 


Levi  E.  Bontrager  was  born  December  21,  1902,  in 
Rolette  county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  April  15,  1926, 
to  Fannie  Mae  Kauffman,  daughter  of  Rudy  J.  and  Mary 
(Yoder)  Kauffman.  She  was  born  January  29,  1903,  in 
LaGrange  county,  Indiana.  Conservative  church.  Middle- 
bury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Harold  Lee,  b.  December  30,  1926. 

Mary  Katherine,  b.  October  23,  1929. 

Infant,  b.  December  1,  1934;  d.  December  1,  1934. 

Elizabeth  Ann,  b.  September  30,  1937. 

Thomas  Rudolph,  b.  May  24,  1939. 


Harold  Lee  Bontrager  was  born  December  30,  1926, 
in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  March  6,  1949,  to 
AnnaBelle  Nelson,  daughter  of  Lewis  Herman  and  Wini¬ 
fred  Viola  (Long)  Nelson.  She  was  born  April  22,  1930, 
in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana.  Mennonite  church.  Middle- 
bury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Timothy  Lee,  b.  May  14,  1951. 


Mary  Katherine  Bontrager  was  born  October  23,  1929, 
in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  25, 
1948,  to  Dennis  J.  Miller,  son  of  Jonas  D.  and  Amanda 
(Stutzman)  Miller.  He  was  born  May  16,  1927,  in  Holmes 
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county,  Ohio.  Mennonite  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana. 
Their  children: 

Gloria  Diane,  b.  November  1,  1949. 


Lydia  Bontrager  was  born  October  29,  1906,  in  Ro¬ 
lette  county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  May  20,  1926,  to 
Jacob  M.  Stoltzfus,  son  of  Menno  and  Annie  (Miller)  Stoltz- 
fus.  He  was  born  March  19,  1903,  in  Elkhart  county,  In¬ 
diana.  Amish  church.  Mio,  Michigan.  Their  children: 

Melvin  Eli,  b.  April  23,  1927. 

Alvin  Levi,  b.  September  21,  1930. 

Katie  Emma,  b.  December  27,  1932. 

Lizzie  Mae,  b.  January  26,  1938. 


Melvin  Eli  Stoltzfus  was  born  April  23,  1927,  in  Elk¬ 
hart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  May  10,  1951,  to  Paula 
Faye  Handrich,  daughter  of  William  and  Marie  (Trover) 
Handrich.  She  was  born  March  5,  1927,  in  Oscoda  county, 
Michigan.  Mennonite  church.  Germfast,  Michigan.  Their 
children : 

Bethney,  b.  January  10,  1953. 


Katie  Bontrager  was  born  January  31,  1910,  in  Rolette 
county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  February  12,  1931,  to 
Levi  L.  Stutzman,  son  of  Levi  and  Lizzie  (Schrock)  Stutz- 
man.  He  was  born  October  17,  1905,  in  LaGrange  county, 
Indiana.  Mennonite  church.  Millersburg,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Leon  Jay,  b.  December  29,  1931. 

Vernon  K.,  b.  November  29,  1933. 

Levi  Ray,  b.  January  8,  1936. 

Melvin,  b.  February  9,  1938. 

Elmer,  b.  January  6,  1940. 

Glenn  David,  b.  November  9,  1944. 

Maynard  LeRoy,  b.  November  24,  1948. 


Edwin  E.  Bontrager  was  born  February  5,  1923,  in 
LaGrange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  September  6,  1945, 
to  Anna  Yoder,  daughter  of  Milo  J.  and  Polly  (Bontrager) 
Yoder.  She  was  born  August  20,  1925,  in  LaGrange  coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana.  Conservative  church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana. 
Their  children: 
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Follyanna,  b.  July  7,  1946. 

Esther,  b.  August  14,  1947. 

Thomas,  b.  June  13,  1949. 

Elizabeth,  b.  January  7,  1951. 

Mervin,  b.  September  19,  1952. 

Part  Three 

POLLY’S  DESCENDANTS 

Polly  J.  Bontrager  was  born  August  6,  1870,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana.  She  died  June  10,  1950;  was  mar¬ 
ried  December  28,  1890,  to  Fernandis  R.  Miller,  son  of 
Isaac  D.  and  Mary  (Hochstetler)  Miller.  He  was  born  Oc¬ 
tober  28,  1868,  in  LaGrange  county,  Indiana.  He  died  July 
8,  1951.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Infant,  b.  March  21,  1892;  d.  March  22,  1892. 

Fanny,  b.  June  2,  1893. 

Katie,  b.  October  12,  1895 ;  d.  December  21,  1897. 

Barbara,  b.  July  6,  1898. 

Molly,  b.  February  14,  1900. 

Elmer,  b.  March  8,  1903. 

John,  b.  May  2,  1905. 

Edna,  b.  December  29,  1907. 

Lydia  Ann,  b.  July  4,  1910. 

Fernandis  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  May  14,1922. 


Fanny  Miller  was  bom  June  2,  1893,  in  Elkhart  coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana;  was  married  December  2,  1909,  to  Albert  J. 
Graber,  son  of  Joseph  and  Saloma  (Knepp)  Graber.  He  was 
born  May  17,  1888,  in  Davis  county,  Indiana.  Amish 
church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Edna,  b.  September  21,  1910. 

Polly,  b.  November  8,  1912. 

Henry  F.,  b.  December  21,  1914. 

Elmer  A.,  b.  October  8,  1916. 

Simon  F.,  b.  November  28,  1918. 

Ora  A.,  b.  December  13,  1920. 

Anna,  b.  January  5,  1923. 

Alvin  F.,  b.  April  28,  1926 ;  d.  October  14,  1936. 

Fernandis,  b.  December  22,  1928. 

Albert  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  May  18,  1928. 
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Edna  Graber  was  born  September  21,  1910,  in  Rolette 
county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  February  2,  1933,  to 
Moses  J.  Bontrager,  son  of  Joseph  S.  and  Lydia  (Lehman) 
Bontrager.  He  was  born  February  15,  1911,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana.  Burkholder  church.  Middlebury,  Indi¬ 
ana.  Their  children: 

Fannie,  b.  December  3,  1933. 

Lydiann,  b.  April  22,  1935. 

Clarence,  b.  June  22,  1937. 

Floyd,  b.  April  5,  1939. 

Alice,  b.  December  25,  1940. 

Vera,  b.  October  2,  1942. 

Treva,  b.  May  1,  1944. 

Gerald,  b.  August  20,  1946. 

Moses  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  October  5,  1947. 


Polly  Graber  was  born  November  8,  1912,  in  Rolette 
county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  January  17,  1935,  to 
Daniel  J.  Troyer,  son  of  Jacob  C.  and  Sarah  (Miller)  Troy- 
er.  He  was  born  September  4,  1909,  in  Elkhart  county,  In¬ 
diana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  child¬ 
ren: 

Fannie  Mae,  b.  October  30,  1935. 

Albert  J.,  b.  November  19,  1936. 

Sarah  Lillie,  b.  September  2,  1939. 

Esther  Ella,  b.  February  15,  1941. 

Ora  Moses,  b.  November  10,  1942. 

Annabelle,  b.  December  24,  1950. 


Henry  F.  Graber  was  born  December  21,  1914,  in  Ro¬ 
lette  county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  November  18, 
1937,  to  Emma  Miller,  daughter  of  Ezra  J.  and  Anna 
(Christner)  Miller.  She  was  born  September  8,  1916,  in 
LaGrange  county,  Indiana.  Amish  church.  Shipshewana, 
Indiana.  Their  children: 

Anna  Ruth,  b.  February  22,  1939. 

Elsie,  b.  December  24,  1940. 

Elmer,  b.  August  2,  1942. 

Amos,  b.  July  14,  1944. 

Ruby,  b.  December  6,  1946. 

Harley,  b.  September  13,  1948. 

Fannie,  b.  May  28,  1950. 
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JElmer  A.  Graber  was  born  October  8,  1916,  in  Rolette 
county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  July  10,  1943,  to  Opal 
Roose,  daughter  of  Herbert  and  Miriam  Roose.  She  was 
born  May  9,  1923,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana.  Brethren 
church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Carl  Eugene,  b.  May  3,  1944;  d.  May  4,  1944. 

Doris  Ann,  b.  July  18,  1946. 

Nancy  Lee,  b.  July  11,  1949. 


Simon  F.  Graber  was  born  November  28,  1918,  in  Ro¬ 
lette  county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  February  29, 
1940,  to  Susie  Beachy,  daughter  of  Menno  S.  and  Elizabeth 
(Yoder)  Beachy.  She  was  born  September  23,  1921,  in 
La  Grange  county,  Indiana,  Amish  church.  Middlebury, 
Indiana.  The;*'  children: 

Mary  Esther,  b.  September  12,  1938. 

Mervin,  b.  July  13,  1942. 

Edna  Ellen,  b.  January  19,  1945. 

Glen,  b.  June  30,  1946. 

Leanna,  b.  November  6,  1949. 

Perry,  b.  May  19,  1951. 


Ora  A.  Graber  was  born  December  13,  1920,  in  Elk¬ 
hart  county,  Indiana ;  was  married  March  27,  1945,  to  Fan¬ 
ny  Yoder,  daughter  of  Isaac  D.  and  Mattie  (Mullet)  Yoder. 
She  was  born  March  20,  1923,  in  Kosciusko  county,  Indi¬ 
ana.  Amish  church.  White  Pigeon,  Michigan.  Their  chil¬ 
dren: 

Esther,  b.  October  21,  1946. 

John,  b.  February  23,  1948. 

David,  b.  March  24,  1950. 

Edna,  b.  March  4,  1952. 

Ora  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  May,  1949. 


Anna  Graber  was  born  January  5,  1923,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  February  20,  1947,  to  Daniel 
M.  Miller,  son  of  Mike  J.  and  Barbara  (Yoder)  Miller.  He 
was  born  May  13,  1919,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio.  Amish 
church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

LweJla  Fern,  b.  December  28,  1947. 

Calvin  Devon,  b.  February  25,  1949. 

Ferman  Wayne,  b.  May  31,  1950. 
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Gerald  Dean,  b.  May  25,  1951. 
Marion,  b.  April  3,  1953. 


Fernandis  Graber  was  born  December  22,  1928,  in  Elk¬ 
hart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  February  15,  1951,  to 
Barbara  I.  Yoder,  daughter  of  Isaac  D.  and  Mattie  (Mul¬ 
let)  Yoder.  She  was  born  January  11,  1929,  in  Kosciusko 
county,  Indiana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana. 


Barbara  Miller  was  born  July  6,  1898,  in  Rolette  coun¬ 
ty,  North  Dakota ;  was  married  December  18,  1919,  to  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Bontrager,  son  of  Abe  and  Susan  (Slabach)  Bon- 
trager.  He  was  born  September  20,  1896,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana. 
Their  children: 

Ora,  b.  December  10,  1922. 

John,  b.  January  27,  1925. 

Edna  Mae,  b.  May  17,  1933. 


Ora  W.  Bontrager  was  born  December  10,  1922,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  17,  1942, 
to  Barbara  Mast,  daughter  of  Levi  D.  and  Amelia  (Leh¬ 
man)  Mast.  She  was  born  September  21,  1920,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  In¬ 
diana.  Their  children: 

Ida  Irene,  b.  October  11,  1943. 

Polly  Ann,  b.  May  19,  1945. 

Mary,  b.  April  11,  1947. 

Esther,  b.  July  26,  1948. 

Edna  Fern,  b.  June  9,  1951. 


John  W.  Bontrager  was  born  January  27,  1925,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  6,  1947,  to 
Ada  Miher,  daughter  of  Mike  J.  and  Barbara  (Yoder) 
Miller.  She  was  born  March  17,  1921,  in  Stark  county, 
Ohio.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  child¬ 
ren: 

Miriam  Jane,  b.  August  17,  1948. 

David  Lee,  b.  May  21,  1950. 

Ruth  Ann,  b.  November  19,  1951. 


Molly  Miller  was  born  February  14,  1900,  in  Rolette 
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county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  March  17,  1921,  to 
David  L.  Miller,  son  of  Levi  M.  and  Anna  (Troyer)  Miller. 
He  was  born  August  19,  1897,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana. 
Amish  church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana.  Their  children : 
Chriss  E.,  b.  February  10,  1922. 

Elmer  D.,  b.  February  9,  1924. 

Lester  D.,  b.  June  27,  1926. 

Dennis  E.,  b.  February  9,  1933. 

Levi  D.,  b.  December  5,  1934. 


Chriss  E.  Miller  was  born  February  10,  1922,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  5,  1942, 
to  Lizzie  Ann  Miller,  daughter  of  Melvin  and  Lovina 
(Hershberger)  Miller.  She  was  born  April  3,  1922,  in 
Moultrie  county,  Illinois.  Conservative  church.  LaGrange, 
Indiana.  Their  children : 

Lavina,  b.  February  11,  1947. 

Lester,  b.  August  7,  1944. 

Laura,  b.  April  8,  1947 ;  d.  August  9,  1947. 

Leora,  b.  March  14,  1951. 


Elmer  D.  Miller  was  born  February  9,  1924,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  13,  1945, 
to  Mary  Ellen  Schrock,  daughter  of  Levi  M.  and  Ida  (Mill¬ 
er)  Schrock.  She  was  born  November  7,  1924,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana.  Conservative  church.  Goshen,  Indiana. 
Their  children: 

Laura  Ellen,  b.  August  24,  1948. 

Duane  Lee,  b.  November  23,  1949. 

Elsie  Fern,  b.  April  3,  1951. 


Lester  D.  Miller  was  born  June  27,  1926,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  October  19,  1950,  to  Ida 
Bontrager,  daughter  of  Mose  D.  and  Lucy  (Graber)  Bon- 
trager.  She  was  born  October  21,  1928,  in  Elkhart  county, 
Indiana.  Amish  church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana. 


Elmer  F.  Miller  was  born  March  8,  1903,  in  Rolette 
county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  February  1,  1925,  to 
Anna  Kauffman,  daughter  of  Joseph  D.  and  Anna  (Miller) 
Kauffman.  She  was  born  January  20,  1901,  in  LaGrange 
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county,  Indiana*  Amish  church*  Middlebury,  Indiana. 
Their  children: 

Ida,  b.  January  12,  1926. 

John,  b.  January  6,  1930. 

Mary,  b.  December  8,  1933. 

Pollie,  b.  November  24,  1936. 

Amos,  b.  November  10,  1938. 

Emma,  b.  January  26,  1944;  d.  April  2,  1944. 

Elmer  was  ordained  deacon  May  18,  1930. 


Ida  Miller  was  born  January  12,  1926,  in  La  Grange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  11,  1947,  to  Levi 
J.  Lambright,  son  of  Jacob  V.  and  Lizzie  (Kuhns)  Lam- 
bright.  He  was  born  March  2,  1923,  in  Elkhart  county, 
Indiana.  Amish  church.  LaGrange,  Indiana.  Their  child¬ 
ren  : 

John,  b.  April  12,  1949. 

Perry,  b.  July  24,  1951. 


John  E.  Miller  was  born  January  6,  1930,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  March  20,  1952,  to  Mary 
Bontrager,  daughter  of  Moses  D.  and  Lucy  (Graber)  Bon- 
trager.  She  was  born  March  5,  1931,  in  LaGrange  county, 
Indiana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  chil¬ 
dren: 

Lewis,  b.  January  21,  1953. 


John  F.  Miller  was  born  May  2,  1905,  in  Rolette  coun¬ 
ty,  North  Dakota;  was  married  November  15,  1934,  to 
Clara  Yoder,  daughter  of  Sam  J.  and  Lizzie  Yoder.  She  was 
born  February  24,  1912,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio.  Conserva¬ 
tive  church.  Hartville,  Ohio.  Their  children: 

Harold  F.,  b.  November  14,  1935. 

Infant,  b.  June  23,  1938;  d.  June  23,  1938. 

Elmer  Jay,  b.  July  10,  1940. 

Catherine  Marie,  b.  June  15,  1943. 

Samuel,  b.  February  28,  1945. 

James,  b.  February  9,  1947. 

Esther,  b.  May  26,  1949. 


Edna  Miller  was  born  December  29,  1907,  in  Rolette 
county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  November  27,  1930,  to 
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Joseph  A.  Mast,  son  of  Abe  and  Annie  (Bontrager)  Mast. 
He  was  born  May  25,  1906,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana. 
Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 
Pollie  Anna,  b.  October  21,  1932 ;  d.  October  23,  1932. 
Esther,  b.  November  21,  1933 ;  d.  February  27,  1936. 
Vernon  Jay,  b.  September  22,  1937. 

Barbara  Ellen,  b.  April  15,  1940. 


Lydia  Ann  Miller  was  born  July  4,  1910,  in  Rolette 
county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  February  5,  1931,  to 
Abe  J.  Lehman,  son  of  John  H.  and  Lovina  (Troyer)  Leh¬ 
man.  He  was  born  September  19,  1905,  in  LaGrange  coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana.  Amish  church,  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Esther,  b.  September  14,  1932. 

Elmer  J.,  b.  January  4,  1934. 

Mervin  A.,  b.  February  3,  1936. 

Mary  Ellen,  b.  September  10,  1938. 

LaVern  A.,  b.  November  15,  1941. 

John  A.,  b.  May  18,  1943. 

Lester  A.,  b.  February  21,  1948. 

Pollyanna,  b.  October  20,  1949. 

Part  Four 

JOSEPH’S  DESCENDANTS 

Joseph  J.  Bontrager  was  born  June  9,  1873,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  June  11,  1896,  to  Suvilla 
Yoder,  daughter  of  Eli  and  Barbara  (Eash)  Yoder.  She 
was  born  January  24,  1874,  in  LaGrange  county,  Indiana. 
She  died  April  11,  1939.  Amish  church.  Thomas,  Oklaho¬ 
ma.  Their  children : 

Menno,  b.  May  3,  1897. 

Sarah,  b.  July  21,  1899;  d.  May  17,  1900. 

Martin,  b.  October  13,  1901. 

Eli,  b.  August  14,  1903 

Anna,  b.  March  13,  1905. 

Tobies,  b.  August  9,  1907. 

Fernandis,  b.  June  21,  1909. 

Jonas,  b.  November  7,  1911. 

Joseph,  b.  June  6,  1914. 


26 


Joseph  was  married  the  second  time  May  6,  1941,  to 
Delila  Gingerich,  widow  of  David  E.  Gingerich.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  John  F.  and  Anna  (Bontrager)  Yoder. 


Menno  J.  S.  Bontrager  was  born  May  3,  1897,  in  Mon¬ 
roe  county,  Mississippi;  was  married  January  27,  1916,  to 
Fannie  Yoder,  daughter  of  Rudy  Z.  and  Lovina  (Miller) 
Yoder.  She  was  born  March  18,  1897,  in  Custer  county, 
Oklahoma.  Mennonite  church.  Kalona,  Iowa.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  : 

Lovina,  b.  January  1,  1917. 

Amos,  b.  August  31,  1918. 

Suvilla,  b.  December  3,  1919. 

Perry,  b.  February  5,  1925. 

Clarence,  b.  April  20,  1927 ;  d.  May  20,  1932. 

Joseph,  b.  January  18,  1930. 

Edna,  b.  December  9,  1932. 

Esther,  b.  April  20,  1939. 


Lovina  Bontrager  was  born  January  1,  1917,  in  St. 
Joseph  county,  Michigan;  was  married  June  6,  1940,  to 
Ruben  Miher,  son  of  Manasses  and  Mary  (Yoder)  Miller. 
He  was  born  September  11,  1917,  in  Washington  county, 
Iowa.  Amish  church.  Kalona,  Iowa.  Their  children: 
Marvin  Ray,  b.  March  5,  1941. 

Marilyn  Jean,  b.  January  24,  1943. 

Rita  June,  b.  July  30,  1945. 

Perry  Lynn,  b.  May  15,  1947. 

Mary  Jane,  b.  January  11,  1950. 


Amos  M.  Bontrager  was  born  August  31,  1918,  in  St. 
Joseph  county,  Michigan;  was  married  November  22,  1947, 
to  Margaret  Jeannette  Rhodes,  daughter  of  Frank  and  La- 
vanda  (Preston)  Rhodes.  She  was  born  September  6, 
1927,  in  Washington  county,  Iowa.  Mennonite  church. 
Their  children: 

Judy  Karen,  b.  April  12,  1949. 

Warren  Joe,  b.  May  13,  1951. 

Carol  Jane,  b.  October  18,  1952. 


Suvilla  M.  Bontrager  was  born  December  3,  1919,  in 
St.  Joseph  county,  Michigan ;  was  married  August  28,  1941, 
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to  Joseph  E.  Hershberger,  son  of  Edwin  and  Esther  (Mill¬ 
er)  Hershberger.  He  was  born  May  16,  1922,  in  Washing¬ 
ton  county,  Iowa.  Mennonite  church.  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 
Their  children: 

Phillip,  b.  May  28,  1942. 

Esther,  b.  October  4,  1943. 

Jeremiah,  b.  June  12,  1945. 


Perry  M.  Bontrager  was  born  February  5,  1925,  in 
Buchanan  county,  Iowa;  was  married  January  26,  1947,  to 
Mabel  Viola  Miller,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Lydia  (Shet- 
ler)  Miller.  She  was  born  August  1,  1925,  in  Washington 
county,  Iowa.  Conservative  church.  Their  children: 

Miriam  Anna,  b.  November  10,  1947. 

Ruth  Elaine,  b.  October  5,  1949. 

Daniel  Eugene,  b.  April  17,  1952. 


Joseph  M.  Bontrager  was  born  January  18,  1930,  in 
Iowa;  was  married  June 28, 1952,  to  Marqueritte  Marie  Mil- 
by.  She  was  born  April  26,  1932.  First  Christian  church. 


Edna  Bontrager  was  born  December  9,  1931,  in  Iowa; 
was  married  August  10,  1952,  to  Earl  M.  Yoder,  son  of 
Mose  and  Barbara  (Bender)  Yoder.  He  was  born  October 
11,  1928.  Mennonite  church. 


Martin  Bontrager  was  born  October  13,  1901,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  April  1,  1920,  to 
Lydiann  Yoder,  daughter  of  Rudy  Z.  and  Lovina  (Miller) 
Yoder.  She  was  born  June  27,  1901  in  Custer  county,  Ok¬ 
lahoma.  Mennonite  church.  Bristol,  Indiana.  Their  chil¬ 
dren: 

Edward,  b.  June  13,  1921. 

Tobias,  b.  November  26,  1922. 

Allen,  b.  February  15,  1924. 

John,  b.  April  19,  1925. 

Fannie,  b.  June  24,  1926 ;  d.  August  15,  1927. 

Barbara,  b.  July  22,  1927. 

Joe  M.,  b.  December  15,  1928. 

Anna,  b.  March  1,  1931. 

Marvin  M.,  b.  January  4,  1933. 

Ruben  M.,  b.  February  11,  1934. 
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Jonas  M.,  b.  June  10,  1935. 

Elva  Irene,  b.  September  22,  1938. 
Martin  Jr.,  b.  September  19,  1941. 


Edward  M.  Bontrager  was  born  June  13,  1921,  at 
Ladysmith,  Wisconsin ;  was  married  December  28,  1941,  to 
Mary  Ellen  Stutsman,  daughter  of  Ervin  J.  and  Lydia 
(Bontrager)  Stutsman.  She  was  born  March  10,  1923,  in 
Johnson  county,  Iowa.  Conservative  church.  Kalona,  Iowa. 
Their  children: 

Duane  Allen,  b.  February  15,  1945. 

Shirley  Ann,  b.  October  2,  1947. 

Linda  Kay,  b.  October  27,  1949. 

Marvin  LeRoy,  b.  July  16,  1951. 

Barbara  Jean,  b.  October  21,  1952. 


Tobias  M,  Bontrager  was  born  November  26,  1922,  in 
Buchanan  county,  Iowa;  was  married  March  20,  1943,  to 
Pearl  Margaret  Detweiler,  daughter  of  John  and  Fannie 
(Miller)  Detweiler.  She  was  born  February  16,  1925,  in 
Reno  county,  Kansas.  Assembly  of  God  church.  Goshen, 
Indiana.  Their  children : 

Mary  Jane,  b.  April  4,  1944. 

Marvin  Jay,  b.  October  6,  1945. 

Marlene  June,  b.  February  1,  1947. 

Martin  John,  b.  July  26,  1949. 

Marsena  Joan,  b.  December  29,  1952. 

Tobias  has  been  ordained  to  the  ministry. 


John  M.  Bontrager  was  born  April  19,  1925,  in  Bu¬ 
chanan  county,  Iowa;  was  married  January  1,  1953,  to 
Phyllis  Jean  Moss,  daughter  of  Leolia  Thelma  (Betts) 
Moss.  She  was  born  November  4,  1926.  United  Mission¬ 
ary  church.  Flint,  Michigan. 


Barbara  Bontrager  was  born  July  22,  1927,  in  LaFay- 
ette  county,  Iowa;  was  married  October  8,  1949,  to  Omer 
Bender,  son  of  Omer  and  Dora  (Miller)  Bender.  He  was 
born  May  7,  1928,  in  Kosciusko  county,  Indiana.  Conserva¬ 
tive  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Duane  Eugene,  b.  August  1,  1950. 

Dale  Edward,  b.  May  30,  1952. 
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Joe  M.  Bontrager  was  born  December  15,  1928;  was 
married  January  28,  1952,  to  Fannie  Jane  Detweiler, 
daughter  of  John  and  Fannie  (Miller)  Detweiler.  She  was 
born  June  13,  1933,  in  Custer  county,  Oklahoma.  Shreve¬ 
port,  Alabama. 


Anna  Bontrager  was  born  March  1,  1931,  in  Buchanan 
county,  Iowa;  was  married  April  2,  1950,  to  Karol  L. 
Knepp,  son  of  Simon  and  Barbara  (Bender)  Knepp.  He 
was  born  November  24,  1925,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana. 
Conservative  church.  Bristol,  Indiana.  Their  children: 
Karen  Berniece,  b.  October  5,  1921. 

Ronald  Dean,  b.  October  22,  1952. 


Eli  Bontrager  was  born  August  14,  1903,  in  Monroe 
county,  Mississippi;  was  married  March  29,  1928,  to  Delila 
A.  Miller,  daughter  of  Ananias  B.  and  Lizzie  (Yoder)  Mill¬ 
er.  She  was  born  December  8,  1905,  in  Reno  county,  Kan¬ 
sas.  Amish  church.  Thomas,  Oklahoma.  Their  children: 

Ruby  E.,  b.  December  16,  1928. 

Henry,  b.  September  8,  1930. 

Eldon,  b.  May  5,  1932. 

Infant,  b.  December  25,  1933 ;  d.  December  25,  1933. 

Joseph,  b.  May  26,  1935. 

Anna  Mae,  b.  June  24,  1937. 

Sarah,  b.  February  29,  1940 ;  d.  March  2,  1940. 

Vernon,  b.  April  11,  1941. 

Perry,  b.  January  4,  1944. 

Floyd,  b.  December  16,  1946. 


Ruby  Bontrager  was  born  December  16,  1928,  at 
Thomas,  Oklahoma;  was  married  October  9,  1952,  to  Alvin 
Lloyd  Miller,  son  of  Joas  and  Lena  (Ropp)  Miller.  He  was 
born  November  17,  1922.  Amish  church.  Kalona,  Iowa. 


Henry  E.  Bontrager  was  born  September  8,  1930,  at 
Thomas,  Oklahoma;  was  married  November  27,  1952,  to 
Lydia  Mae  Yoder,  daughter  of  John  E.  and  Edna  (Yoder) 
Yoder.  She  was  born  February  22,  1932.  Amish  church. 
Thomas,  Oklahoma. 
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Anna  Bontrager  was  born  March  13,  1905,  in  Ander¬ 
son  county,  Kansas was  married  February  6,  1936,  to  Dan 
J.  Stutzman,  son  of  Jerry  and  Ida  (Gingerich)  Stutzman. 
He  was  born  July  31,  1912,  in  Washington  county,  Iowa. 
Amish  church.  Jamesport,  Missouri.  Their  children: 
Suvilla,  b.  January  31,  1937. 

Mary,  b.  July  15,  1939. 

Joseph  D.,  b.  November  10,  1941. 

Ida,  b.  March  24,  1944. 

Ruby  Delila,  b.  April  22,  1947. 


Tobias  Bontrager  was  born  August  9,  1907,  in  Ander¬ 
son  county,  Kansas;  was  married  June  5,  1932,  to  Lydia 
Glick,  daughter  of  John  and  Magdalena  (Miller)  Glick.  She 
was  born  June  16,  1911,  in  Washington  county,  Iowa.  Am¬ 
ish  church.  Kalona,  Iowa.  Their  children: 

Edna  Marie,  b.  March  14,  1933. 

Ada  Irene,  b.  February  17,  1935. 

Norman  T.,  b.  March  24,  1937. 

Ethel  Idella,  b.  June  11.  1940. 


Fernandis  J.  Bontrager  was  born  June  21,  1909,  in 
Anderson  county,  Kansas ;  was  married  March  17,  1935,  to 
Susan  Mae  Miller,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Barbara  (Yo¬ 
der)  Miller.  She  was  born  March  27,  1907,  in  Washington 
county,  Iowa.  Amish  church.  Their  children: 

Duane  Franklin,  b.  May  2,  1936 ;  d.  October  8,  1940 
Emma  Grace,  b.  March  5,  1939. 

Joyce  Ann,  b.  May  28,  1944. 


Jonas  S.  Bontrager  was  born  November  7,  1911,  in 
Lincoln  county,  Colorado;  was  married  March  25,  1934,  to 
Mary  Gingerich,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Lena  (Yoder) 
Gingerich.  She  was  born  September  11,  1912,  in  Washing¬ 
ton  county,  Iowa.  Amish  church.  Hazelton,  Iowa.  Their 
children : 

Lena,  b.  February  8,  1935. 

Lydia,  b.  October  3,  1936. 

Eli,  b.  April  26,  1940. 

Infant,  b.  May  26,  1944;  d.  May  26,  1944. 

Anna,  b.  April  23,  1946. 

Barbara,  b.  February  6,  1949. 
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Ida,  b.  August  17,  1951. 

Jonas  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1934. 


Joseph  Bontrager  was  born  June  6,  1914,  in  St.  Joseph 
county,  Michigan;  was  married  July  11,  1935,  to  Ella 
Schrock,  daughter  of  Mose  and  Lydia  (Miller)  Schrock. 
She  was  born  August  28,  1911,  in  Reno  county,  Kansas. 
Amish  church.  Bedford,  Wisconsin.  Their  children: 

Lydia  Mae,  b.  November  16,  1935. 

Eli,  b.  December  8,  1936. 

Amos,  b.  June  7,  1939. 

Mary,  b.  November  7,  1943. 

Alin,  b.  November  3,  1946. 

Wilma,  b.  September  25,  1950. 


Part  Five 

ANNA’S  DESCENDANTS 

Anna  Bontrager  was  born  July  13,  1878,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana ;  was  married  January  13,  1901  to  Jonas  J. 
Miller,  son  of  Joni  J.  and  Lydia  (Graber)  Miller.  He  was 
born  December  23,  1873,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana.  She 
died  December  15,  1929.  Amish  church.  Shipshewana, 
Indiana.  Their  children : 

Carl  Edwin,  b.  December  5,  1905. 

Edith,  b.  August  30,  1910. 


Carl  Edwin  Miller  was  born  December  5,  1905,  in  Ma¬ 
rion  county,  Indiana;  was  married  January  26,  1936,  to 
Alice  Marie  McGuire,  daughter  of  Richard  P.  and  Rhetta 
(Watts)  McGuire.  She  was  born  July  27,  1903,  in  Blair 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Lutheran  church.  Swatara  Park, 
Middletown,  Pennsylvania.  Their  children: 

Edwin  Richard,  b.  September  8,  1936. 

Lucretia  Ann,  b.  March  22,  1938. 

Roy  Wayne,  b.  September  6,  1948. 


Edith  Miller  was  born  August  30,  1910,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  October  23,  1927,  to 
Samuel  Beachy,  son  of  Noah  and  Katie  (Plank)  Beachy. 
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He  was  born  March  24,  1897,  in  Fayette  county,  Illinois. 
White  Pigeon,  Michigan.  Their  children: 

Esther,  b.  August  15,  1930. 

Gladys,  b.  April  24,  1932. 

Robert,  b.  March  31,  1935. 

Rose  Mary,  b.  March  30,  1938. 


Esther  Beachy  was  born  August  15,  1930,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  January  5,  1952,  to  Wesley 
Wisler,  son  of  John  Wisler  of  LaGrange,  Indiana.  Ozark, 
Alabama. 


Part  Six 

MENNO’S  DESCENDANTS 

Menno  J.  Bontrager  was  born  March  8,  1881,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  October  22,  1903,  to 
Susie  Miller,  daughter  of  Isaac  D.  and  Mary  (Hochstetler) 
Miller.  She  was  born  August  16,  1886,  in  Elkhart  county, 
Indiana.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  chil¬ 
dren: 

David,  b.  June  16,  1906;  d.  November  10,  1938. 

Eli,  b.  January  27,  1909. 

Molly,  b.  April  30,  1911. 

Fannie,  b.  November  25,  1913. 

Annie,  b.  January  6,  1915. 

Elmer,  b.  November  8,  1918. 


David  M.  Bontrager  was  born  June  16,  1906,  in  Rolette 
county,  North  Dakota.  He  died  November  10,  1938;  was 
married  March  13,  1930,  to  Sarah  A.  Yoder,  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Mattie  (Troyer)  Yoder.  She  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  1906,  in  LaGrange  county,  Indiana.  Amish  church. 
Shipshewana,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Ruby  Olive,  b.  February  5,  1931. 

Rosa  Ellen,  b.  May  4,  1934. 


Eli  M.  Bontrager  was  born  January  27,  1909,  in  Rolette 
county,  North  Dakota;  was  married  March  11,  1937,  to 
Martha  Ellen  Kauffman,  daughter  of  Noah  A.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Hershberger)  Kauffman.  She  was  born  May  6,  1913, 
in  Madison  county,  Ohio.  She  died  April  30,  1938. 
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Eli  was  married  the  second  time  on  December  14,  1939, 
to  Katie  Mabel  Kramer,  daughter  of  Abe  J.  and  Katie 
(Schlabach)  Kramer.  She  was  born  May  2,  1913,  in 
Madison  county,  Ohio.  Amish  church.  Plain  City,  Ohio. 
Their  children: 

David,  b.  January  31,  1950. 

Susan,  b.  August  15,-  1951r 
Jonas  B.,  b.  February  14,  1953. 


Molly  Bontrager  was  born  April  30,  1911,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  3,  1931,  to  Henry 
N.  Miller,  son  of  Nathaniel  P.  and  Mary  (Miller)  Miller. 
He  was  born  March  21,  1908,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indiana. 
Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  children: 
Leonard,  b.  October  19,  1932. 

Melvin,  b.  July  1,  1935. 

Ida,  b.  May  11,  1938. 

Mary,  b.  January  28,  1941. 

Elmer,  b.  January  15,  1945. 

Anna,  b.  January  29,  1947. 

Samuel,  b.  October  26,  1949. 

Susie,  b.  September  1,  1951. 

Henry  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on  May  12,  1935, 
and  as  Bishop  on  May  10,  1944. 


Fannie  Bontrager  was  born  November  25,  1913,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  22,  1938, 
to  Eli  E.  Gingerich,  son  of  Sam  J.  and  Martha  (Farmwald) 
Gingerich.  He  was  born  March  6,  1915,  in  Madison  county, 
Ohio.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana.  Their  child¬ 
ren  : 

Esther,  b.  July  31,  1941. 

Anna,  b.  October  30,  1942. 

Miriam,  b.  October  2,  1944. 

Ida,  b.  October  26,  1946. 

John,  b.  February  12,  1948. 

Samuel,  b.  May  2,  1951. 

Mattie,  b.  October  16,  1952. 

Eli  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on  November  4,  1951. 


Anna  Bontrager  was  born  January  6,  1915,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  19,  1939, 
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to  Sam  J.  Schrock,  son  of  Jacob  S.  and  Lydian  (Miller) 
Schrock.  He  was  born  August  7,  1912,  in  Reno  county, 
Kansas.  Amish  church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Ernest,  b.  September  15,  1940. 

Susie,  b.  October  20,  1942. 

Lydian,  b.  January  15,  1944. 

Katie,  b.  June  9,  1945. 

Eli,  b.  July  30,  1946. 

Alvin,  b.  November  2,  1947. 

Mary,  b.  December  28,  1949. 

Elizabeth,  b.  May  4,  1951. 


Elmer  M.  Bontrager  was  born  November  8,  1918,  in 
LaGrange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  April  20,  1941,  to 
Edna  Ellen  Yoder,  daughter  of  Eli  and  Mary  (Zook)  Yoder. 
She  was  born  March  11,  1919,  in  Otero  county,  Colorado. 
She  died  May  24,  1953.  Amish  church.  Middlebury,  Indi¬ 
ana.  Their  children: 

Glen,  b.  September  26,  1942.  . 

Mary,  b.  September  4,  1944.  1  *  y  VoilvJ 

Juanita,  b.  July  7,  1946. 

Esther  Ellen,  b.  October  29,  1949. 

Eldon  Rae  and  Edna  Mae,  b.  May  23,  1953. 


Part  Seven 

JOHN’S  DESCENDANTS 

John  K.  Bontrager  was  born  January  9,  1884,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  April  6,  1905,  to 
Fanny  Yoder,  daughter  of  Christian  H.  and  Mattie  (Jones) 
Yoder.  Conservative  church.  Darien  Center,  New  York. 
Their  children: 

Chris,  b.  November  6,  1905. 

Eli,  b.  June  17,  1907. 

Clarence,  b.  April  29,  1909. 

Martha,  b.  October  16,  1910. 

Neal,  b.  May  15,  1912 ;  d.  July  10,  1948. 

Amos,  b.  November  20,  1914. 

Edna,  b.  September  13,  1916. 

John  Jr.,  b.  January  26,  1919. 
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Fannie,  b.  July  29,  1921. 
Rosa  Mae,  b.  May  4,  1926. 


Chris  J.  Bontrager  was  born  November  6,  1905,  in 
Elkhart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  in  June,  1929,  to 
Viola  Albrecht,  daughter  of  Dan  and  Mattie  (Ulrich)  Al¬ 
brecht.  She  was  born  November  6,  1905,  in  Twinning 
county,  Michigan.  Conservative  church.  Buffalo,  New 
York.  Their  children: 

Jean,  b.  July  20,  1930. 

Merlin,  b.  September  12,  1933. 

Edwin,  b.  May  3,  1939. 

Dennis,  b.  July  23,  1945. 


Jean  Bontrager  was  born  July  20,  1930;  was  married 
June  1,  1951,  to  Richard  Bender,  son  of  Omar  and  Norma 
(Maust)  Bender.  He  was  born  February  9,  1926.  Williams- 
ville,  New  York. 


Eli  J.  Bontrager  was  born  June  17,  1907,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  31,  1933,  to  Sarah 
Roth,  daughter  of  Nicholus  D.  and  Mary  Roth.  She  was 
born  July  4,  1910,  at  Tavistock,  Ontario,  Canada.  Conser¬ 
vative  church.  Buffalo,  New  York.  Their  children: 

Kenneth  Delton,  b.  May  13,  1935. 

Lucille  Marilyn,  b.  September  10,  1936. 

June  Darlene,  b.  May  5,  1938. 

Joyce  Harlene,  b.  May  5,  1938. 

Charlotte  Yvonna,  b.  December  9,  1939. 

Candace  Elaine,  b.  May  13,  1941. 

Bonnie  Maxine,  b.  December  3,  1948. 


Clarence  J.  Bontrager  was  born  April  29,  1909,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  19,  1935, 
to  Anna  Jantzi,  daughter  of  John  and  Fannie  (Troyer) 
Jantzi.  She  was  born  October  4,  1909,  in  Oscoda  county, 
Michigan.  Conservative  church.  Darian  Center,  New 
York.  Their  children: 

Alferd,  b.  May  3,  1937. 

Mervin,  b.  April  2,  1939. 

Phyllis,  b.  July  13,  1940. 

Wilbur,  b.  October  30,  1942. 

Matilda,  b.  January  27,  1944. 
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Martha  Bontrager  was  born  October  16,  1910,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  25,  1931, 
to  David  Jantzi,  son  of  David  and  Catherine  (Gascho) 
Jantzi.  He  was  born  March  29,  1905,  in  Oscoda  county, 
Michigan.  Conservative  church.  Darian  Center,  New 
York.  Their  children: 

Shirley  Merlene,  b.  September  19,  1933. 

Leon  David,  b.  October  21,  1937. 

Robert  John,  b.  April  4,  1941. 

Dorothy  Ellen,  b.  February  18,  1944. 


Neal  J.  Bontrager  was  born  May  25,  1912,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  in  1936  to  Estelle  Hodge. 
Neal  died  July  10,  1948.  Their  children: 

Neal  Jr.,  b.  October  8,  1937 ;  d.  age  2%. 

Sandra  Sue,  b.  September  17,  1941. 


Amos  J.  Bontrager  was  born  November  20,  1914,  in 
LaGrange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  July  20,  1940,  to 
Eleanor  Smart,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Katherine  (Vanvaul- 
kingberg)  Smart.  She  was  born  October  17,  1920,  in  Gen- 
essee  county,  New  York.  Darian  Center,  New  York.  Their 
children : 

Eugene  Amos,  b.  August  22,  1941. 

Carolyn  Louise,  b.  February  28,  1943. 

Michael  Charles,  b.  and  d.  September  24,  1947. 

Lynn  Eric,  b.  July  17,  1952. 


Edna  Bontrager  was  born  September  13,  1916,  in  De¬ 
fiance  county,  Ohio;  was  married  November  24,  1938,  to 
Levi  E.  Schlabach,  son  of  Eli  and  Jemima  (Stutzman) 
Schlabach.  He  was  born  January  14,  1911,  at  Mt.  Hope, 
Ohio.  Conservative  church.  Their  children: 

Albert  Ray,  b.  May  28,  1940. 

Retha  Marie,  b.  February  25,  1942. 

Doreen  Rose,  b.  July  8,  1944. 

Martin  Lee,  b.  March  14,  1949. 

David  John,  b.  July  1,  1952. 


John  J.  Bontrager  was  born  January  26,  1919,  in  De¬ 
fiance  county,  Ohio;  was  married  November  15,  1942,  to 
Rebecca  Kipfer,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Rebecca  (Lichty) 
Kipfer.  She  was  born  October  26,  1924,  at  Clarence,  New 
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York.  Conservative  church.  Their  children: 
Jane  Louise,  b.  April  30,  1946. 

Merivl  Marie,  b.  May  14,  1947. 

Patricia  Fay,  b.  May  26,  1949. 

John  Jr.,  b.  February  23,  1951. 


Rosa  Mae  Bontrager  was  born  May  4,  1926,  at  Lan¬ 
caster,  New  York;  was  married  June  20,  1946,  to  Moses  H. 
Yoder,  son  of  John  and  Katie  Yoder.  He  was  born  August 
24,  1918,  at  Uniontown,  Ohio.  Conservative  church.  Their 
children : 

Martin  Duane,  b.  January  4,  1947. 

Titus  Wayne,  b.  October  11,  1948. 

Jan  Elwood,  b.  October  1,  1950. 


Part  Eight 

LEVFS  DESCENDANTS 

Levi  N.  Bontrager  was  born  April  18,  1889,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  January  20,  1910,  to 
Martha  Hochstetler,  daughter  of  Isaac  M.  and  Sarah  (Mill¬ 
er)  Hochstetler.  She  was  born  June  9,  1887,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana.  Conservative  church.  Atmore,  Alabama. 
Their  children : 

Sylvia,  b.  November  30,  1910. 

Anna,  b.  April  11,  1912.  1 

Sarah,  b.  April  19,  1916. 

Eli,  b.  July  20,  1918.  I 

Polly,  b.  April  16,  1921.  j 

Amos,  b.  September  19,  1926. 

Lewis,  b.  October  6,  1928;  d.  December  25,  1928. 


Sylvia  Bontrager  was  born  November  30,  1910,  in  Elk¬ 
hart  county,  Indiana;  was  married  November  26,  1931,  to 
Valentine  E.  Miller,  son  of  Jonas  C.  and  Catherine  (Mill¬ 
er)  Miller.  He  was  born  December  4,  1909,  in  Geauga 
county,  Ohio.  Amish-Mennonite  church.  Lynnhaven,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Their  children : 

Ernest,  b.  December  3,  1932;  d.  July  12,  1949. 

Eli,  b.  October  21,  1934. 
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Sarah,  b.  August  20,  1936. 

Elvin,  b.  December  10,  1937. 

Olen,  b.  September  9,  1939. 

Anna,  b.  July  27,  1941. 

Amos,  b.  March  16,  1943. 

Valentine  Jr.,  b.  December  9,  1944. 

Infant,  b.  November  5,  1947 ;  d.  November  5,  1947. 
Raymond,  b.  May  3,  1949. 

Martha  Kathryn,  b.  May  18,  1951. 


Sarah  Bontrager  was  born  April  19,  1916,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  January  18,  1942,  to  Elmer 
J.  Hershberger,  son  of  Joseph  I.  and  Mary  Ann  (Miller) 
Hershberger.  He  was  born  January  14,  1914,  in  Geauga 
county,  Ohio.  Conservative  church.  Princess  Anne,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Their  children: 

Merlin  Ray,  b.  November  5,  1942. 

Daniel  E.,  b.  January  30,  1945. 

Martha  Anne,  b.  October  6,  1947. 

Mary  Lois,  b.  February  2,  1950. 


Eli  L.  Bontrager  was  born  July  20,  1918,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  April  13,  1941,  to  Ruth 
Yoder,  daughter  of  David  S.  and  Savilla  (Bender)  Yoder. 
She  was  born  July  16,  1918,  in  Sussex  county,  Delaware. 
Conservative  church.  Milford,  Delaware.  Their  children: 
David  Lee,  b.  May  14,  1942. 

Ruth  Leona,  b.  October  4,  1943. 

Joseph  Eli,  b.  July  17,  1946. 

Esther  Joanna,  b.  November  14,  1917. 

James  Michael,  b.  March  1,  1950. 

Lucy  Ellen,  b.  June  3,  1951. 


Polly  L.  Bontrager  was  born  April  16,  1921,  at  Glen 
Flora,  Wisconsin ;  was  married  May  4,  1943,  to  Val  W.  Mill¬ 
er,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Nancy  Miller.  He  was  born  July 
6,  1919,  at  Mark  Center,  Ohio.  Conservative  church. 
Greenwood,  Delaware.  Their  children: 

Sanford  Wayne,  b.  January  8,  1945. 

Constance  Arlene,  b.  September  12,  1946. 

Eldon  James,  b.  January  29,  1949. 

Kathleen  Fern,  b.  May  16,  1951. 

Dennis  Jay,  b.  January  26,  1953. 
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Arnos  L.  Bontrager  was  born  September  19,  1926,  in 
LaGrange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  May  12,  1950,  to 
Lois  Swartzentruber,  daughter  of  Eli  and  Amelia  Swart  z- 
entruber.  She  was  born  June  26,  1928,  in  Sussex  county, 
Delaware.  Mennonite  church.  Greenwood,  Delaware.  Their 
children : 

Joann  Marie,  b.  February  12,  1952. 

Part  Nine 

DAVID’S  DESCENDANTS 

David  K.  Bontrager  was  born  March  17,  1892,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  13,  1917, 
to  Lydia  Miller,  daughter  of  Levi  M.  and  Anna  (Troyer) 
Miller.  She  was  born  July  21,  1895,  in  LaGrange  county, 
Indiana.  Amish  church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Ida,  b.  September  5,  1918. 

Levi,  b.  May  4,  1920. 

Vernon,  b.  November  21,  1921. 

Anna,  b.  January  19,  1924. 

Alma,  b.  April  5,  1926. 

Wilma,  b.  April  5,  1929. 

Clarence  Ray,  b.  July  6,  1933. 

Fanny  Mae,  b.  June  17,  1936. 


Ida  Bontrager  was  born  September  5,  1918,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  April  23,  1939,  to 
Amos  N.  Miller,  son  of  Noah  K.  and  Susan  (Weirich)  Mill¬ 
er.  He  was  born  March  19,  1915,  in  LaGrange  county, 
Indiana.  Conservative  church.  Vasser,  Mich.  Their  chil¬ 
dren: 

Anna  Mae,  b.  September  7,  1939. 

Esther,  b.  December  28,  1941. 

LaVerne,  b.  June  14,  1943. 

David,  b.  November  17,  1945. 

Mary  Sue,  b.  October  31,  1950. 

Wayne  Jay,  b.  April  16,  1953. 


Levi  D.  Bontrager  was  born  May  4,  1920,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  May  31,  1942,  to  Rosa 
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Schrock,  daughter  of  Menno  and  Lizzie  (Lambright) 
Schrock.  She  was  born  January  15,  1923,  in  Elkhart  coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana.  Conservative  church.  Middlebury,  Indiana. 
Their  children: 

Marilyn  Joan,  b.  September  15,  1944. 

Betty  Elaine,  b.  June  16,  1947. 

Glenda  Joy,  b.  December  7,  1951. 


Vernon  D.  Bontrager  was  born  November  21,  1921,  in 
LaGrange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  January  21,  1943, 
to  Nettie  Marie  Schrock,  daughter  of  Levi  M.  and  Ida 
(Miller)  Schrock.  She  was  born  April  3,  1922,  in  Elkhart 
county,  Indiana.  Conservative  church.  Millersburg,  In¬ 
diana.  Their  children: 

Mary  Eileen,  b.  July  2,  1944. 

Leonard  Dean,  b.  August  12,  1945. 

Clifford  Eugene,  b.  July  11,  1947. 

Ruby  Jean,  b.  December  16,  1949. 

Glendon  LaVerne,  b.  April  7,  1952. 


Anna  Bontrager  was  born  January  19,  1924,  in  La 
Grange  county,  Indiana;  was  married  March  9,  1944,  to 
Stanley  Schrock,  son  of  Levi  and  Ida  Mae  (Miller)  Schrock. 
He  was  born  September  16,  1923,  in  Elkhart  county,  Indi¬ 
ana.  Conservative  church.  Millersburg,  Indiana.  Their 
children : 

Alma  Louise,  b.  April  29,  1945. 

Treva  Mae,  b.  March  22,  1947. 

Miriam  Fern,  b.  June  20,  1948. 

Gladys  Anne,  b.  February  24,  1951. 


Alma  Bontrager  was  born  April  5,  1926,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  30,  1948,  to  Am¬ 
mon  J.  Miller,  son  of  John  E.  and  Katie  (Troyer)  Miller. 
He  was  born  December  31,  1924,  in  Sumner  county,  Kan¬ 
sas.  Amish  church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana.  Their  chil¬ 
dren: 

Mary  Ellen,  b.  November  14,  1949. 

Floyd,  b.  March  28,  1951. 

Christy,  b.  December  29,  1952. 
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Wilma  Bontrager  was  born  April  5,  1929,  in  LaGrange 
county,  Indiana;  was  married  December  21,  1950,  to  Harley 
E.  Miller,  son  of  Enos  E.  and  Ida  (Yoder)  Miller.  He  was 
born  May  28,  1928,  in  LaGrange  county,  Indiana.  Amish 
church.  Shipshewana,  Indiana.  Their  children: 

Frieda  Mae,  b.  January  17,  1952. 
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